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Subject: Complaint against the EU-Commission, DG Justice Freedom & Security

References:   

1. Email of 5 March 2010 from the EU-Commission to the undersigned.
2. Letter from the undersigned to the EU-Commission dated 11.04.2010.
3. Signature list to Report L4/0118/650 dated 29.03.2010.
4. Letter of 07.05.2010 from the EU-Commission to the undersigned. 

 
Dear Professor Diamandouras, 

I am representing the people affected as per the attached signature list. 

This complaint

This complaint is summarized as follows:

1. The Director General of Justice, Freedom & Security failed to deal
properly with a correctly lodged complaint (Reference 2), about the
quality of German family court hearings, related to EC-Regulation 
2201/2003, which provides for the mutual recognition of family court
judgments within the EU.

1.a. Note: The original complaint can be downloaded from:
http://www.eucars.de/download/family-courts/tbl_eu_complaint.php. This is known
hereafter as the “OC”.

1.b. Note: An Executive Summary of the above is available from:
http://www.eucars.de/download/family-courts/tbl_eu_complaint_executive_top.php

2. The redress letter (Reference 4) was both disingenuous and evasive, in
that it invented a content for the OC and only dealt with the invented
content. 

3. None of the six issues raised in the OC were addressed in any way in
the letter of redress (Reference 4).

The OC contains a list of six major deficiencies of German family court procedures,
which would render the judgments coming out of these courts unfit for the type of co-
operation defined in  EC-Regulation 2201/2003. 
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The proper Procedure for the Complainants

The OC was correctly lodged according to the instructions contained in Reference 1,
so that there cannot be any question of the Director General of Justice Freedom and
Security not being the proper authority to deal with the OC. In particular this depart-
ment is responsible for all aspects of EC-Regulation 2201/2003 which was  targeted
by the OC.

No Impact on national Sovereignty, as alleged

The reply of the Director General (Reference 4) contains the following quote:

However, I regret to inform you that the European Commission has no competence to inter-
vene either in the organisation of the justice system or the day-to-day business of the judiciary
of any individual Member State. The powers of the European Union and the Commission in the
field of justice and security derive from the Treaties on European Union, providing that Mem-
ber States themselves are responsible for the maintenance of law and order in their country.

This is of course a truism, which states, quite rightly, that individual Member States
are responsible for the maintenance of law and order in their own countries. It is in-
deed hard to imagine how this could work any other way. But a change to that prin-
ciple was not what was being suggested in Reference 1.a., the OC. The concluding
paragraph of the OC reads:

For a member nation, whose family courts produce, with all their deficiencies, at best, unsafe
and unsound judgments, there is only one recommendation possible: Suspension from the rel-
evant agreements, notably EC Regulation 2201/2003, covering the mutual recognition of judg-
ments in family matters, until such time as her family justice can be rendered “fit for European
cooperation”.

There is nothing in the treaties to compel the member nations to cooperate with a
system which has been found to be wanting in so many important respects, as stated
in the OC.

In the introduction to the OC we said under Para 1.2, “The Principles observed in
this Complaint“: 

1.2.1. Only the deficiencies of the German Justice System, mostly missing regulations, are
analyzed in this complaint, together with their impact on the family courts. There is no
discussion of either in-depth legal aspects or other specialist topics. The scope of the
report is thus generally confined to management level.

1.2.2. Where this is helpful, mainly the British and to some extent the American system, are
used as references. It is not being suggested, that the regulations of these two
countries should be taken over by Germany. They simply indicate, how the care taken
by other Justice systems is missing in the German Family Justice.

EC-Regulation 2201/2003 is a product, not of treaties but of the Director General of
Freedom, Justice & Security himself. He had the clear duty to ascertain, with whom
and with what he was intending to cooperate. For example, the recent wave of peti-
tions to the EU against the notorious German Jugendamts and their family courts is
partly reflective of an extremely primitive justice.  The obduracy of the German reac-
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tion to this situation would hardly speak for any kind of intended internal reform, that
would be worthy of the name.  

All that we were requesting was that Germany be suspended from the agreement,
until such time as her family Justice can be brought up to an acceptable standard.
The aforementioned German obduracy would probably mean that it will never be of
an acceptable standard, but at least other EU countries would be spared the task of
cooperation with such an impoverished and primitive system. Families offering resist-
ance to it will also be spared criminalization within the EU.

The correct Procedure for the Director General.

Far be it for us to tell Prof. Faull, how to carry out his administration, he did, however,
neglect a few basics in his reply. The correct procedure for him would have been to
obtain a German position on the six major defects listed in the OC, to form an opin-
ion of the matters raised, and to decide whether or not he agrees with the recom-
mendation. 

The fact that Prof. Faull invented two issues, which were not addressed in the OC, is
highly reminiscent of the German system for dealing with complaints. The sly “pollu-
tion of the arguments” with irrelevant truisms is a well known model of “Fraudulent
Redress”, in Germany. It could of course be that the German authorities had a hand
in the drafting of the reply (Reference 4). 

In view of the wide reaching effects of the matter being discussed, Prof. Faull's re-
sponse was very much an affront to the complainants as well as to the considerable
number of otherwise affected persons. 

Consent:

We, the signatories, who have signified our agreement, consent to our names being
conveyed to the EU-Commission. As we obtained this consent solely for the EU-
Commission, due to an oversight, we will seek consent for the EU-Parliament, retro-
spectively and make this list available to you. For the present it has been anonym-
ized (Reference 3). 

For all general purposes the undersigned consents to his participation being made
public.

Yours sincerely, 

Peter Briody
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abf_anon

pers_titel forename fam name address email status affected commission parliament

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

5. Herr Prof. anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

3. Herr Dr. anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet
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pers_titel forename fam name address email status affected commission parliament

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

0. Auswahl anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

0. Auswahl anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

0. Auswahl anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

0. Auswahl anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

3. Herr Dr. anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet
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pers_titel forename fam name address email status affected commission parliament

3. Herr Dr. anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

4. Frau Dr. anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

0. Auswahl anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet
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pers_titel forename fam name address email status affected commission parliament

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

0. Auswahl anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

3. Herr Dr. anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

0. Auswahl anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

0. Auswahl anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet
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pers_titel forename fam name address email status affected commission parliament

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

0. Auswahl anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

0. Auswahl anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet
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1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

2. Frau anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes yes not yet

1. Herr anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized anonymized yes not yet
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